
 

 

 
 

 

simone alves & yann gourvil 

music from beyond our world. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Songlines (February 2014 n°106), 
“Murky myth and misery becomes surprisingly uplifting.”  (****) 
 
Santa Sangre (12.10.2014), 
“Astrakan Project’s new album is the purifying fire we all must pass 
through at one point or another while we live; there is no light without 
darkness and there can be no hope if there is not first bruising and 
omnipotent despair.” Peter Marks 
 
fRoots (July 2013  n°361), 
“Gloriously full-throated, truly inspiring Breton singing and melodies 
from Simone Alves […] roaring, intricate, fiery, imaginative 
accompaniments” Ian Anderson 



 
 
Astrakan Project’s music is born somewhere between Brittany (West of France) and 
Istanbul. From their Celtic homeland, Yann Gourvil (strings, programming and loops) and 
Simone Alves (vocals) bring in ancient songs and legends, that they then blend with 
Turkish instruments (‘ud, blaglama) they discovered while living in Istanbul.  
 
Since its debut in 2009, the duet has been performing its dark neo folk around Europe and 
beyond, including many tours in the UK, Germany, Belgium, and major festivals like FMM 
(Sines, Portugal), Makrocosm (Athens, Greece), Folk East (UK), Fling (UK) as well as a tour 
in Kiev-Ukraine in June 2015 & August 2016. 
 

THE PROJECT 
 
Simone Alves (vocals) and Yann Gourvil (guitar, ‘oud, saz, violin, programming) have 
already collaborated on various music projects in Brittany (France) when they initiated 
Astrakan Project while moving to Istanbul in 2009.  
 
Both their albums and their performances across Europe (UK, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, 
France…) and beyond (Turkey, Ukraine, Lebanon) are expressions of their unique way to 
use tradition as a gate towards inner worlds, in which souls from many cultures can find 
their ways.  
 
All the songs are in Breton, a Celtic language from the West of France, close to Welsh 
(and Cornish), which they both speak. They are now part-time settle in Northern Greece 
(Greek Macedonia) where they nourish their inspiration.  
 

WE PLAYED THERE… (and over 70 acts in the past 2 years) 

 

 February, 19th 2016, Villa Eckert, Grevenbroich, Germany 

 November, 10th 2016, Festival Yaouank, Rennes, Brittany, France 

 November, 20th 2016, Mission Bretonne, Paris, France 

 August, 23rd, Folk East festival, Little Glenham, Suffolk, UK 

 July, 11-12th 2015, Folk on the Lawn festival , Tinters, Wales, UK 

 June, 19th 2015, Vallée de Joux, Switzerland 

 June, 11-12-13-14 2015, Kiev, Ukraine 

 May, 29th 2015, Seyr-î Mesel, Beyoğlu, Istanbul, Turkey 

 May, 19th 2015, To Avgo, Salonique, Greece 

 October, 4th 2014, Breizh in The City festival, Rich Mix, London, UK 

 July, 21th 2014, FMM – Festival Mùsicas do Mundo, Sines, Portugal 

 June, 7th 2014, 't Ey, Belsele, Belgium 

 March, 15th 2014, L'Equitable, Marseille, France 

 February 2nd 2014, C.C. Renée Magritte, Lessines, Belgium 

 December 29th 2012, Macrocosm Music Festival, Eilissos, Athens, Greece 

 April the 26th 2012, Sin El Fil, CERMAA, Beirut, Lebanon 

 April the 22nd 2011 Nublu Jazz Festival, Beyoğlu, Istanbul, Turkey 
 

http://cermaa.foredofico.org/#_blank
http://www.nubluistanbul.net/#_blank


Airplay, TV, presse… 

 

 Presse: fRoots n°396 cover (June 2016); 

 
 TV shows: Bali Breizh, official video release, France 3 (National tv, local branch, 

01/05/2016), Bec’h De’i, live performance, Brezhoweb (online TV show in Breton 
21/04/2016), Bali Breizh, interview and live performance, France 3 (National tv, local 
branch, 11/01/2015), RTP, interview (national tv, Portugal, 22/07/2014); 

 Radio Interviews: Le Monde est un village, RTBF live show (national radio, Belgium, 
31/01/14); BBC Cambridgeshire (radio, UK, 05/10/14); Terra Pura (radio, 22/04/13, 
broadcasted in Portugal and Brazil radio network); Radio Liban (radio, 26/04/12) 

 Major radios airplay: Radio Canada, RTBF, France Bleu Bretagne; 

 Local radios airplay: France, US, Israel, Lebanon, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, UK, 
Australia, Italy... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RELEASES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Astrakan Project B, studio album 
Karga 044, octobre 2014 
 
Album Choice fRoots 
**** Songlines 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Within the Circle, studio EP, digital edition 
Karga 021, November 2013 

 

Guest: Joao Cleto, cornemuse portugaise.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Astrakan Project, studio album 
Karga 015, September 2012 
 
Album Choice fRoots 
**** Songlines  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live in Lebanon, live EP, digital edition,  
Karga 012, May 2011  
 

VIDEOS 

 

 You Tube Channel : http://youtube.com/astrakanproject  

 Official Video : http://tinyurl.com/arstered 

 Live on  France 3 TV : http://tinyurl.com/astrakanFrance3 

 Live on  France 3 TV : http://tinyurl.com/astrakanFrance3b 
 

 

 

http://youtube.com/astrakanproject
http://tinyurl.com/arstered
http://tinyurl.com/astrakanFrance3


CONTACT  

astrakanproject@gmail.com 
 
+33 (0)666 093 960 
 
http://astrakanproject.com  

mailto:astrakanproject@gmail.com
http://astrakanproject.com/






 
 





 
 







 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 





 
 
 
 
 


